
Minutes of the Burlin gton
City Council Meeting

Municipal Building Council Chamber, 425 S. Lexington Avenue, Burlington, NC
7:00pm �± Tuesday, May 17, 2022

The City Council of the City of Burlington held a regularly scheduled meeting in the Municipal Building 
Council Chamber at 7:00pm on May 17, 2022.

                 

Mayor Butler presided.

Call to Order   Mayor Jim Butler
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm

Invocation  Council Member Bob Ward
The invocation was offered by Council Member Bob Ward.

Announcement City of Burlington - Downtown Manager
Economic Development Director Peter Bishop announced new Downtown Manager, Erin Nettles.

Proclamation  National Public Works Week �± May 15-21, 2022

Public Works Director Gary Smith was in attendance to accept the Proclamation on behalf of the City.  He 
expressed appreciation to City staff.

Code of Ethics Disclosing Conflicts of Interest  City Clerk, Beverly Smith
There were no conflicts reported.

Adoption of Agenda
Council Member Wall  made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Owen to adopt the agenda.  The motion 
carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda

A. To authorize the City of Burlington to retain Stout, Stuart, McGowen & King, LLP, for their services in 
the FY 2021-2022 annual audit, and to authorize the Mayor and Director of Finance & Risk 
Management to execute the contracts.

B. To approve the City of Burlington entering into an Agreement for Well Spring Services, Inc. to pay an 
annual Payment In Lieu of Taxes (�³PILOT� )́ to the City for the next ten (10) years, FY 2022-2023 
through FY 2031-2032.  Said Agreement will be renegotiated after ten years.

Council Member Ward made a motion, seconded by Council Member Hykes, to approve the foregoing consent 
agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings
Item 1 �± FY 22-23 Annual Action Plan �± Community Development Program
Mayor Butler announced a  public hearing has been set to receive public comments on the submission of the 
Annual Action Plan for the program year 2022-2023 of the Community Development Program.
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Council Member Ward informed City Council that he serves on the Salvation Army Board and per advisement 
of the City Attorney David Huffman in regards to their application for funding, it was determined there was no 
conflict of interest for him in consideration of this item.  

PTRC Staff, Michael Blair, and Arisbett Adame-Smith, were in attendance and presented on the proposed 
FY2022-2023 Annual Action Plan. 

Mr. Blair asked that City Council consider adopting the FY22-23 CDBG/HOME Annual Action Plan subject to 
no additional substantive input being received during the public comment period ending on June 7, 2022.

Mayor Butler called for public comments and none were received. 

Council Member Wall made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Owen, to close the public hearing.  The 
motion carried unanimously.

Council Member Hykes made a motion, seconded by Council Member Wall to adopt the FY22-23 
CDBG/HOME Annual Action Plan subject to no additional substantive input being received during the public 
comment period ending on June 7, 2022.

Item 2 �± Annexation �± Grand Oaks Boulevard and Huffman Mill Road:
Mayor Butler announced a public hearing has been set for City Council to consider adoptiong an Annexation 
Ordinance for two parcels, which are contiguous to the current City limits at the intersection of Grand Oaks 
Boulevard and Huffman Mill Road. The parcels total approximately 22.425 acres in size, and consists of 
Alamance County tax identification numbers 112469 and 177376.

Planning Director Jamie Lawson presented on the application received by the applicant seeking connections to 
water and sewer associated with the voluntary Annexation request to support the approved development as the 
Burlington Medical Office Park.

Mayor Butler called for public comments and none were received.  

Council Member Hykes made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Owen, to close the public hearing.  The 
motion carried unanimously.

Council Member Ward made a motion, seconded by Council Member Wall, to adopt the following Annexation 
Ordinance effective at midnight on May 17, 2022.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ordinance#22-15

AN ORDINANCE TO EXTEND THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE  CITY  OF 
BURLINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA

WHEREAS, the City Council is enabled pursuant to N.C.G.S. 160A-31 et seq. to annex  the 
contiguous area described below;  and
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WHEREAS, the City Clerk has certified the sufficiency of the petition for annexation and a  p ublic 
hearing on the question of this annexation was held at the City of Burlington  Municipal Building at 7:00 
PM on May 17, 2022, after due notice by publication;  and,

WHEREAS, the City Council finds  that the petition for this contiguous annexation meets the 
requirements of N.C.G.S. 160A-31;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE  IT  ORDAINED by the  City Council of the City of              Burlington, North 
Carolina that:

Section 1.  By virtue of the authority granted by G.S. 160A-31 the area shown as Exhibit  A and
described as the following is hereby annexed and made part of the City of Burlington:

0 Grand Oaks Road (PID 177376) and 4030 Oaks Professional Parkway (PID 112469) Contiguous
Voluntary Annexation

PROPOSED 22.425 ACRE (0.035 Sq. Mi.)+/- ANNEXATION INTO THE CITY OF BURLINGTON:

Being all that certain tract or parcel of land lying and being in Boone Station Township, Alamance County, 
North Carolina, being more particularly described as follows: 
BEGINNING at an iron pipe found in the easterly right of way line of Huffman Mill Road [NCSR 1146], said 
iron lying South 02 deg 03' 34" West a ground distance of 493.61 feet from NGS Monument "Harding", said 
monument having State Plane Grid Coordinates NAD 83/2011 of North= 841,088.58 feet and East = 
1,850,635.35 feet; running thence from said iron along the southerly line of Tracts 2 and 1 of that property 
shown in Plat Book 53, Page 67, Alamance County Register of Deeds North 89 deg 03' 58" East a distance of 
808.35 feet to a point at the northeasterly comer of that property owned, now or formerly by Bessie Lee Shelton
(see Deed Book 121, Page 363, Alamance County Register of Deeds); thence with the westerly line of said
Shelton property South 07 deg 50' 23" East a distance of 884.78 feet (passing an iron pipe found at a distance of
757.45 feet) to a point in a branch, said point being located South 45 deg. 27' 19" West of the center of a 26-
inch oak, said point being the northeasterly comer of property owned, now or formerly by Bobby Earl and 
Patrice S. Baldwin (Deed Book 770, Page 618, Alamance County Register of Deeds); thence with the northerly 
line of Baldwin North 89 deg. 15' 37" West a distance of 1424.71 feet (passing a pinched-top iron pipe found at 
a distance of 0.52 feet, passing another iron pipe found at a distance of 1392.28 feet) to a point at or near the 
centerline of Huffman Mill Road [NCSR 1146]; thence with a line at or near the centerline of Huffman Mill 
Road North 18 deg. 26' 49" East a distance of 106.12 feet to a point; thence South 70 deg. 49' 20" East a 
distance of 31.66 feet to an iron pipe found in the easterly right of way line of Huffman Mill Road; thence with 
the easterly right of way line of Huffman Mill Road, as widened, the following six (6) courses and distances:

1) South 70 deg. 49' 20" East a distance of 19.32 feet to an NCDOT right of way disk found;
2) North 18 deg. 46' 54" East a distance of 344.89 feet to an iron pipe found;
3) Along a curve to the right an arc length of 24.81 feet to an iron pipe found, said curve having a radius of 

1371.93 feet, a chord bearing of North 29 deg. 10' 35" East, and a chord distance of 24.81 feet;
4) Along a curve to the right an arc length of 197.59 feet to an NCDOT right of way disk found, said curve 

having a radius of 1371.93 feet, a chord bearing of North 33 deg. 49' 14" East, and a chord distance of 
197.42 feet;

5) North 37 deg. 56' 48" East a distance of 185.06 feet to an iron pipe found; and
6) Along a curve to the left an arc length of 122.97 feet to the point and place of BEGINNING, said curve
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having a radius of 729.39 feet, a chord bearing of North 33 deg. 07' 00" East, and a chord distance of 122.83 
feet;

Containing 22.425 acres [0.035 Sq. Mi.], more or less, BEING ALL of Lots 1 and 2 as shown in Plat Book 82, 
Page 173, Alamance County Register of Deeds Office.

Section 2. Upon and after May 17, 2022, at 11:59 pm, the above described territory and its 
citizens and property shall be  subject to all debts, laws, ordinances,  and regulations in force in the City of  
Burlington  and shall be entitled to the same privileges and benefits as other parts of the City of  
Burlington.  Said territory shall be subject to municipal taxes according to N.C.G.S. 160A- 58.10.

Section 3. The Mayor of the City of Burlington shall cause to be recorded in  the office of the 
Register  of Deeds of Alamance County, and in the office of the Secretary of State at Raleigh, North Carolina, 
an accurate map of the annexed territory, described  in Section 1 above, together with a duly certified copy of 
this ordinance.  Such a map shall  also be delivered to the County Board of Elections, as required by N.C.G.S. 
163-288.1.

Adopted this 17th  day of  May 2022.

Item 3 �± Rezoning �± Whitesell Drive
Mayor Butler announced a public hearing has been set for City Council to consider an application to rezone 
properties zoned Medium Density Residential (MDR) to be General Business �± Limited Use (GB-LU). The 
properties are located westerly from the intersection of Whitesell Dr. and Huffman Mill Rd. on the north and 
south sides of Whitesell Dr. addressed as 3213 and 0 Whitesell Dr. and consisting of Alamance County Tax 
Identification Numbers 112478 and 112474.

Planning Director Jamie Lawson presented on the application to rezone.  She reported there is no specific site 
plan associated with this rezoning request proposing limited use of �³Multi-Family Dwelling� ,́  which would 
pose as a complimentary use  to the surrounding community.   She stated the Planning and Zoning Commission 
voted unanimously to recommend approval at their April 25, 2022, meeting with no additional public comments
received, City staff recommends approval.

Lawson Brown, Vernon Law Firm, representing the applicant, Lucas Development, briefed City Council on the 
applicants request and stated he was in attendance to respond to any questions.

Mayor Butler called for public comments and none were received.

Council Member Wall made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Owen to close the public hearing.  The 
motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Pro Tem Owen made a motion, seconded by Council Member Ward, to approve the request to rezone 
properties zoned Medium Density Residential (MDR) to be General Business �± Limited Use (GB-LU). The 
properties are located westerly from the intersection of Whitesell Dr. and Huffman Mill Rd. on the north and 
south sides of Whitesell Dr. addressed as 3213 and 0 Whitesell Dr. and consisting of Alamance County Tax 
Identification Numbers 112478 and 112474.

He stated the motion is based upon the consistency of the proposed rezoning with the Comprehensive Plan, in 
that:
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�x The Future Land Use Map in Section 4 �³Land Use�  ́of the Comprehensive Plan calls for this area to 
have Regional Commercial uses.

�x The request is compatible with the adjacent residential uses.

He stated this action is reasonable and in the public interest, in that:
�x The Comprehensive Plan calls for residential uses in the area.
�x The request is compatible with the existing zoning and land uses in the area.

The moition carried unanimously and the following Ordinance was adopted this 17th day of May 2022.

Ordinance# 22-16

ORDINANCE TO AMEND OFFICIAL ZONING MAP (Rezone a property zoned Medium Density 
Residential (MDR) to be General Business �± Limi ted Use (GB-LU). These properties are located at the 
intersection of Whitesell Dr. and Huffman Mill Rd. on the north and south sides of Whitesell Dr. 
addressed as 3213 and 0 Whitesell Dr. and consisting of Alamance County Tax Identification Numbers 
112478 and 112474; File Number REZONING-22-003).

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Burlington, North Carolina:

Section 1. That the official zoning map, an element of the City of Burlington Unified Development Ordinance 
and the Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map, are hereby amended by rezoning property zoned Medium Density 
Residential (MDR) to General Business �± Limited Use (GB-LU).  The properties are located westerly from the 
intersection of Whitesell Dr. and Huffman Mill Rd. on the north and south sides of Whitesell Dr. addressed as 
3213 and 0 Whitesell Dr. and consisting of Alamance County Tax Identification Numbers 112478 and 112474 
(see attached Exhibit A). 

Section 2. That the rezoning from Medium Density Residential (MDR) to General Business �± Limited Use (GB-
LU) is hereby authorized subject to exclusively allow the following use(s):

1. Multi-Family Dwelling

Section 3. This property will be perpetually bound to the uses authorized and subject to such conditions 
as imposed, unless subsequently changed or amended as provided for in the City of Burlington Unified 
Development Ordinance.

Section 4. Any violations or failure to accept any conditions and use limitations imposed herein shall be 
subject to the remedies provided in the City of Burlington Code of Ordinances and Unified 
Development Ordinance.

Section 5. That all ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent or in conflict with this ordinance are 
hereby repealed.

Section 6. That this ordinance shall take effect upon passage.

Adopted this 17th day of May 2022.
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City Manager Report
Interim City Manager David Cheek announced a press release has been issued for the hiring of City resident, 
Craig Honeycutt, current county manager of Wayne County, who has accepted an offer as the City�¶s next 
Assistant City Manager, Administrative Services with a start date of July 5, 2022.

Public Comment Period
Mayor Butler called for public comments and the following person(s) spoke: 

Peter Morcombe, 474 Thompson Road, Graham, NC, spoke on behalf of FREE, Financial Reform for Excellent 
Education, on a request for City Council to consider setting up a study committee to build more charter schools 
in Burlington, spoke on their business model, and provided a brief history of FREE.

City Council Comments
Mayor Butler shared that an introductory meeting took place earlier in the day, including Peter Bishop, David 
Cheek, Morgan Lasater, and Nolan Kirkman with a representative from US Senator Thom Tillis�¶ office 
Stephanie Blair to discuss federal support for various proposed projects.

Mayor Butler commented on the trees that were recently trimmed by Duke Energy on South Church Street near 
Holly Hill Mall.  He expressed concerns about a tree that appears to be falling.

Public Works Director, Gary Smith shared the City went out to look at the tree to determine if it was in the right
of way and confirmed it was not.  He shared City staff is communicating with the property owner on removing 
the risk.

Nolan Kirkman briefed City Council on the updated streetlighting downtown.  He reported Duke Energy 
completed the block between Lexington and Spring Street and asked that City Council visit the area after dark 
and provide feedback on the lighting to help staff determine if that brightness is enough so a continuance of that
project can move onto other blocks in the downtown area.

Request for Closed Session:  NCGS 143-318.11(4) 7:35pm
City Attorney David Huffman requested City Council consider a motion to go into closed session pursuant to 
N.C.G.S. �†143-318.11(4) to discuss matters relating to the location of expansion of industries or other 
businesses, including agreements on tentative economic development incentives.

Council Member Ward made a motion, seconded by Council Member Wall to go into closed session at 7:35pm.

Return to Open Session:
Council Member Wall made a motion, seconded by Council Member Hykes, to return to open session.

Adjourn
Council Member Hykes made a motion, seconded by Council Member Wall  to adjourn.   The motion carried 
unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:25pm.

_____________________
Beverly D. Smith, CMC, NCCMC

      City Clerk
May 17, 2022, City Council Meeting
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